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1. Management directions and purposes

1.1 Management directions

Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park is designated under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992. It must be managed according
to the principles set under out in s20 of the Act, to:

e conserve and present the area’s cultural and natural
resources and their values;

e provide for the permanent conservation of the area’s
natural condition to the greatest possible extent; and

e ensure that any commercial use of the area’s natural
resources, including fishing and grazing, is ecologically
sustainable.

The area of semi-evergreen vine forest located in the north-
eastern corner of the park has very high conservation
values. The tall to very tall open forest and woodland
communities occurring over the remainder of the park
contain species of significance as well as providing habitat
for animals. Weeds, especially madeira vine, are posing a
significant threat to the park. Management will aim to ensure
the integrity of these communities is protected by
implementing weed and fire management programs.

1.2 Purposes

The major purposes of management will be to ensure:

e the biodiversity of the conservation park is maintained
in a natural state;

e natural forest regeneration is encouraged in areas
previously cleared for timber and grazing;

e significant species and community types, such as those
that are rare or threatened or those with an unusual
distribution, are protected;

e fire and weed management maintains the natural species
diversity of the dry vine scrub;

e opportunities are provided for environmental education
and scientific research; and

® local community groups are able to participate in
managing the park.

2. Basis for management

2.] Bioregional context

Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park is on the eastern fall of
the Great Dividing Range approximately 30km south-west of
Gatton. It conserves an area of 25%ha. A gazetted road runs
diagonally from the north-western corner to the eastern
boundary. It traverses a ridge that bisects the park.

The Lockyer Watershed Management Association (LWMA)
was instrumental in having Dwyers Scrub gazetted as an
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environmental park in 1992.The Association was appointed
as joint trustee of the environmental park with the
Department of Environment (DoE). In 1995, in accordance
with the Nature Conservation Act 1992, many environmental
parks, including Dwyers Scrub, were reclassified as
conservation parks. Trusteeships for these areas then
became void and DoE became solely responsible for
managing them. However, LWMA has maintained a strong
interest in the management of Dwyers Scrub Conservation
Park.

The section of dry vine scrub (semi-evergreen vine thicket)
on Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park is significant as
extensive clearing for pasture and cropping means less than
10 percent of this regional ecosystem remains. Its
conservation status is endangered — less than [000
hectares of this forest type are protected in the bioregion.

Tall to very tall open forest and woodland communities,
supporting a number of significant plant species, occur on
about 75 percent of the park. These community types have
also been extensively cleared in the bioregion.

2.2 Values of Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park

Plants and animals

Dwyers Scrub is one of only two dry vine scrub areas
protected in the Lockyer Valley. This vegetation type covered
up to 20 percent of the Lockyer Valley until it was cleared,
largely for grazing and crops.

More than 260 species of native plants have been recorded
on Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park. Of these, two-thirds
are confined to the semi-evergreen vine forest/thicket —
often referred to as scrub remnant — which covers about
40ha of the park.The scrub is largely comprised of
microphyll evergreen and semi-evergreen species, with
occasional taller emergents such as crows ash Flindersia
australis and narrow-leaved bottletree Brachichyton rupestris.
The exotic climber madeira vine is invading and degrading
the scrub. Numerous native vine species are also prominent
and create the ideal growing conditions for small epiphytes
such as orchids, which are common. The vulnerable trailing
vine Clematis fawcettii and the rare, small epiphytic orchid
Sarcochilus dilatatus occur in the dry vine scrub.

The rest of the park is dominated by eucalypt open forest
and woodland communities. Ironbark open forest and
woodlands are confined primarily to exposed ridges and
upper slopes on Tertiary olivine basalts. Their canopy
species include Eucalyptus crebra, E. melanophloia, E. tereticornis
and E. melliodora. However, mixed eucalypt open forest
communities predominate on lower slopes, gullies and
drainage lines. In these communities Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp.
fibrosa, E. moluccana, E. tereticornis, Corymbia intermedia and
Angophora leiocarpa are dominant and common canopy
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species. A small stand of cypress Callitris glaucophylla which
occurs in the ironbark open forest represents an eastern
outlier of the species — it usually occurs west of the Great
Dividing Range.The park is also the only known location of
sticky wattle Acacia ixiophylla east of the Great Dividing
Range. Ma Ma Creek wattle Acacia loroloba and Keraudrenia
collina also occur as small disjunct population — K. Collina is
more commonly found west of the Great Dividing Range. A
recent discovery of Mentha grandiflora on the park is of
considerable significance as it has previously only been
recorded from the Queensland Central Highlands and
north-west Burnett districts.

A detailed animal survey has not been conducted on Dwyers
Scrub, although a provisional list of 72 bird species has been
compiled by the Toowoomba Field Naturalists Club and DoE
staff. Birds identified on the park include the vulnerable
black-breasted button quail, peregrine falcon, satin
bowerbird, regent bowerbird, barred cuckoo-shrike and
brown-headed honeyeater. These birds are not frequently
recorded in the area. Although a comprehensive animal
survey has not been completed incidental sightings include
the eastern grey kangaroo, red-necked wallaby and echidna.
The park provides a variety of habitats for native animals,
especially as much of the surrounding natural habitat has
been drastically modified.

Drainage and relief

The park forms part of the headwaters of Spinach Creek in
the Ma Ma Creek catchment, which is a major tributary of
Lockyer Creek. Park vegetation cover provides catchment
protection by reducing soil erosion and subsequent stream
siltation and improving rainfall infiltration and, therefore,
water quality downstream.

Scientific and educational

The Lockyer Watershed Management Association (LWMA)
has used Dwyers Scrub as an example of dry vine scrub to
teach local people about the importance of preserving this
vegetation type.

The park’s proximity to the University of Queensland
Gatton campus makes it an ideal location for providing
educational and research opportunities to tertiary students
interested in conservation.

Dwyers Scrub would provide the opportunity to gather
information on the poorly studied plant and animal species
occurring on the park including the black-breasted button
quail.
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