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Australia can proudly lay claim to some of the most diverse 
and unique ecosystems in the world thanks to the native 
plants, animals and other organisms that make up a vibrant 
tapestry of habitats full of beauty and biodiversity.

Whether it’s the rich 

heritage of places like  

the Kimberley and Kakadu, 

the unique biodiversity  

of Australia’s east coast, 

or the ancient and pristine 

forests of Tasmania – we are privileged  

to live alongside such unique landscapes. 

With this privilege comes a responsibility 

to protect our environmental assets and 

ensure that we strive towards a biodiverse 

landscape that is based on connectivity. 

The Australian Government’s National 

Wildlife Corridors Plan sets the framework 

for this connectivity in a number of ways. 

If you look at a map of Australia’s reserved 

areas, it can look a bit like someone has 

dipped a toothbrush in ink and splattered 

unconnected dots across the land. 

Corridors are about connecting those 

dots. It’s a way of improving resilience 

and ensuring that we are protecting the 

landscapes that support and sustain 

biodiversity, communities and wellbeing. 

The plan supports the reconnection of 

Australia’s natural landscape and builds  

on existing environmental stewardship 

and voluntary conservation programs  

such as Landcare. It’s designed to 

encourage collaborative efforts to repair 

habitats that have become fragmented. 

This work, in addition to the important 

work already done by natural resource 

management groups, industry, farmers, 

governments and communities, 

contributes significantly to supporting 

sustainable land use while preserving  

and strengthening precious ecosystems 

that make up wildlife corridors. 

The Australian Government is committed to 

building the resilience of our environment 

and landscapes. From hollow logs, plants 

and rock crevices that provide a home for 

small mammals, lizards and snakes, to the 

dispersal of seeds and pollen, a connected 

landscape provides an important base 

for physical and ecological processes that 

ensure our environment and biodiversity 

remains strong now and into the future. 

By creating connectivity between our 

landscapes, corridors enable regeneration 

and encourage genetic diversity in plants 

and animals.

The Hon Mark Butler MP
Minister for the Environment,  
Heritage and Water



Migratory bird species rely 
on important wetland and 
shore habitats

Fish travel between fresh and 
saltwater environments at 
different lifecycle stages

Free-flowing rivers transport 
nutrients and sediments to 
the sea

Sensitively designed urban 
parks and gardens contribute 
habitat for native species

‘Stepping stones’ of native 
vegetation such as paddock 
trees link larger patches

Linear strips of roadside and 
fence line vegetation form 
important links in the landscape

Native grasslands provide 
habitat and pasture

Long-distance movement 
of migratory species

‘Bu�ers’ around natural 
areas protect them from 
external threats

Large patches of native 
vegetation provide 
core habitat

Fauna moving through 
the landscape disperse 
pollen and seed

Floodplain inundation triggers 
plant regeneration and provides 
habitat for aquatic species

Healthy, functioning landscapes have strong  
connections between areas of habitat. A major  
challenge to biodiversity and ecological health  
across Australia is the loss of connectivity and  
the resulting fragmentation of natural habitats. 

Wildlife corridors are a means of rebuilding connectivity by preserving  

and restoring links between patches of native plant and animal habitat,  

waterways and other features of the landscape. Developing and protecting  

wildlife corridors is a complex endeavour, as shown opposite.

Australia’s National Wildlife Corridors Plan proposes a national network of  

wildlife corridors, large and small, that will cross public and private lands,  

urban areas and national parks.

Wildlife corridors can coexist with a range of land uses, including  

conservation, residential, farming and forestry. Effective corridors  

can connect the landscape without affecting property rights.

Why ‘corridors’?
Wildlife corridors are connections across landscapes which 

allow landscapes to function healthily. Effective corridors 

may allow movement of animals to find food, shelter, 

breeding partners or new areas to live; transfer of  

genes between populations of plants and animals;  

and transfer of nutrients.

Our connected landscape
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Scientists have long been aware that larger and  
more connected patches of habitat generally  
support healthier and more resilient ecosystems.

Smaller habitat patches that are cut off from possible refuges are more  

vulnerable to random events like fires. The more isolated an area, the less  

likely it is that local population numbers will rebuild through migration from  

other areas. Connected habitat patches also create a larger breeding pool.

Connectivity does bring some risks. It may help the spread of invasive  

species that can out-compete or prey on native species. 

For such reasons, wildlife corridors need to be carefully managed.  

However, functional, established and diverse ecological communities  

are generally more resilient to disturbances and to pressures from  

weeds and pests.

Caption text for 
images that require 
such treatment will 
be styled like this

Caption text for  
images that require 
such treatment will  
be styled like this

What is connectivity?
Landscape connectivity is the capacity of  

the environment to allow natural ecological 

movement and functions in the landscape.

The science of connectivity conservation
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The Australian Government is contributing funding  
for corridor initiatives through natural resource  
management grants and incentives to help  
landholders manage threats and restore habitat. 

For example, Biodiversity Fund grants go towards integrating native vegetation 

restoration projects, improving the condition of native vegetation near high-value 

conservation areas, and building ecological management capacity. Environmental 

sustainability funding from the Caring for our Country program supports projects 

that maintain ecosystems, protect conservation areas and increase the natural 

resource management capacity of Indigenous communities.  

Wildlife corridors are also being supported by state and territory governments, 

local action groups, philanthropic foundations, nature conservancies, industry 

groups and other private enterprises. There has already been significant 

investment that supports biodiverse restoration. The results of such varied 

contributions can be seen in corridor initiatives developed across the country.

International corridor initiatives
Some of the world’s best-known corridor initiatives have been designed around 

the long-distance migration requirements of large animals and the need for 

top-order predators to maintain large territories. One of these is the Yellowstone 

to Yukon project, which protects the habitats and migration routes of grizzly 

bears, wolves, caribou, elk and bison. Only 10 per cent of the corridor area 

is in national parks, so public education and help for communities to live 

harmoniously with nature have been fundamental to its success.

Other wildlife corridor initiatives include a direct focus on socio-economic 

opportunities. The Mesoamerican biological corridor (also known as the Path of 

the Panther) spans eight Central American countries in a region characterised 

by high levels of poverty and rich biological diversity. A central principle is 

that biological conservation can be achieved only by reducing poverty and 

strengthening the economic viability of participating countries. As part of the 

corridor project, farmers are encouraged to use ecologically sensitive agricultural 

practices. Payments for environmental services such as carbon sequestration and 

water supply provide an increasing proportion of local income.

Investing in wildlife corridors
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In South Australia’s Coorong National Park and Washpool 
Conservation Park, valuable wetlands and patches of 
remnant native vegetation have become fragmented. 

To restore ecosystem connectivity in these areas of great environmental and 

cultural significance a number of groups, including regional national resource 

management organisations and state government agencies, have joined forces  

to unite 1300 smaller projects in a coordinated wildlife corridors initiative with 

support from the Biodiversity Fund.

The main objectives of the Coorong initiative are revegetation, protecting  

remnant patches and reducing threats from weeds and feral animals. It is taking 

an incremental approach, focusing first on protecting remnant vegetation —  

especially at sites with endangered species like the metallic sun orchid and  

the bush stone curlew — and then on improving connectivity. 

Another important objective is to equip landowners and the community with the 

necessary skills and knowledge to restore and manage areas that protect and 

sustain biodiversity. Activities include workshops and field days with school,  

Indigenous and other community groups on plant identification, revegetation  

and feral animal controls. 

Case Study

The Coorong: reversing fragmentation
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The Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (GER) brings  
together people and organisations to conserve  
and connect natural landscapes and ecosystems in  
eastern Australia. This corridor vision extends for over  
3600 km from the Grampians in south-western Victoria  
to north of Cairns in far north-east Queensland. It aims  
to mitigate impacts of land clearing, urban and industrial  
development, the introduction of many non-native  
species and changes in climate and fire regimes.

The GER, established in 2007, takes a ‘whole of landscape’ approach, combining spatial 

analysis and local knowledge to identify areas in need of support for species movement and 

adaptation. The GER corridor provides a refuge for one of Australia’s richest assemblages  

of species including many endemic and threatened species that are found nowhere else.

The GER corridor includes the tablelands and dissected landscapes of the Great Escarpment. 

The landscape comprises Australia’s longest mountain system, the Great Dividing Range, 

and includes our highest peak, Mt Kosciuszko. The corridor provides essential clean water to 

most of the population of eastern Australia. Its catchment headwaters contain hundreds of 

national parks and reserves including three World Heritage areas, wetlands of international 

significance, state forests, Crown lands and private agricultural land.

Landholders, community organisations, councils, industry, Aboriginal groups, government 

agencies and researchers work together on a voluntary basis to undertake conservation  

and restoration works. Partnerships with state and national organisations provide expertise 

in on-ground works, youth engagement, Indigenous enterprise, volunteerism and research.

Significant funding has been provided by the New South Wales Government’s Environmental 

Trust fund and the Australian Government’s Biodiversity Fund. Matching cash and in-kind  

co-investment by the many partner organisations has at least doubled available resources.

The GER is a large-scale and long-term endeavour. It has proven its effectiveness in 

establishing one of Australia’s most extensive and ambitious conservation initiatives.  

This is a major investment in the future of one of Australia’s most diverse ecosystems,  

which provides the essentials for life that enable the existence of our unique native plants 

and animals, and provides for the health and wellbeing of over 11 million people.

Case StudyGreat Eastern 
Ranges Initiative: 
a continental-scale 
lifeline for people 
and nature
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Corridors are… 
a way of improving resilience and  
ensuring that we protect the landscapes  
that support biodiversity, communities and wellbeing.



Landscapes that remain largely in their natural state 
are the cornerstones of biodiversity conservation. 
Large areas of intact native vegetation and other 
natural features provide core habitat for flora and 
fauna and support complex ecological processes and 
functions. Their conservation is critically important. 

It is far more cost-effective to preserve an intact landscape than to  

restore a degraded landscape.

Most of Australia’s surviving intact landscapes are a long way from urban  

centres and are surrounded by natural buffer zones protecting them from  

external threats. They include rugged mountainous areas, the rangelands  

of the arid interior, and remote northern Australia. 

Even where these lands are not primarily managed for conservation,  

other land uses such as defence training may be compatible with the 

conservation values of the land. 

Intact landscapes
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The foundation stones of Australia’s network of wildlife corridors  

are already in place. They include:

• the National Reserve System, covering 13 per cent of the continent,  

which protects examples of our distinctive landscapes, plants and animals

• wetlands of national and international importance recognised under 

international treaties such as the Ramsar Convention and protected  

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

• World Heritage Areas — sites of global importance and outstanding  

natural or cultural value 

• Indigenous Protected Areas — lands managed to conserve environmental 

as well as cultural heritage values, often integrating traditional land 

management with existing conservation approaches.

These foundation stones are supported by the important  

conservation work of: 

• regional natural resource management organisations, which can 

strengthen connectivity by repairing degraded habitats, protecting  

those in good condition and managing threats 

• the formal or informal protection of high-quality native habitat on  

private lands and the good custodianship of this land through wildlife 

corridor initiatives, conservation covenants, voluntary conservation 

agreements and farm management plans. 

Foundation Stones
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Gondwana Link is a collaborative effort on an  
unprecedented scale to reconnect the lands of 
south-western Australia from the wet karri  
forests in the south-west corner to the woodlands 
and mallee bordering the Nullarbor Plain. It aims  
to restore biodiversity and maintain functioning 
ecosystems across a spectrum of habitats. 

The area is highly diverse in both plant and animal species. It contains 17 of 

Australia’s 23 main vegetation groups, including Jarrah-Marri forest, heathland 

and mallee, montane systems, salt lakes and the world’s largest remaining 

temperate woodland. It also supports valuable mining, agricultural and 

plantation industries.

Environmental pressures come from land clearing, timber harvesting, and 

bigger, more intense and more frequent bushfires. Feral animals, invasive 

weeds and fungal dieback diseases threaten native species and habitat. 

Climate change is already affecting ecosystems across the Gondwana Link  

and is expected to intensify land use competition.

The program’s methods range from landowner incentives, covenants and 

property purchases through to political advocacy. Traditional owners play  

an important role. The Gondwana Link area encompasses the traditional  

lands of the Noongar and Ngadju people and the Central West claim group.

A wide range of community and non-government organisations are affiliated 

with Gondwana Link. They include wilderness conservation organisations, 

catchment and Landcare groups, and national parks friends groups. Gondwana 

Link also works closely with local government, regional natural resource 

management organisations and industry groups, including plantation,  

mining and scientific companies.

“Gondwana Link has been good on many fronts. We [the Noongar people] did 

not know what to expect in the early days. We surveyed the country, found 

artefacts — and that brought us back to thinking about a time in the past and 

made us consider the songs and dances that had been on the country before 

us. By identifying sites, they are now protected and that is a wonderful thing 

for people to know.” (Eugene Eades, Custodian and Program Leader, Nowanup.)

Case Study

reconnecting
south-western Australia

Gondwana Link: Reconnecting South-Western Australia
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Wildlife corridors can pass through many different 
habitat types – grasslands, wetlands, bogs, fens, 
woodlands, rainforest, caves, rock formations  
and more.

Physical connections between different areas and types of habitat  

are provided by features such as continuous areas of native vegetation  

along roadsides or paddock trees. Ideally wildlife corridors are large  

and accommodating, offering increased protection and secure  

resources for species. 

Some physical connections between patches of habitat are specific to  

particular species. For instance some bird species can cross landscapes  

using ‘stepping stones’ like paddock trees, while others need continuous  

cover from a particular type of habitat. 

Linking diverse landscapes
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A healthy, connected landscape depends on 
a number of critical species interactions that 
perform key ecological processes.

Seed dispersers are animals, such as the emu, that move  

through the landscape dispersing seeds.  

Bilbies and termites are some of the engineers in the landscape. 

These animals improve soil health by burrowing and nesting.  

This aerates the soil and reduces compaction, helping the 

recruitment of native plants. 

Unlike feral predators, native predators such as goannas  

and Tasmanian devils are an important part of the food web. 

Balanced predator-prey relationships are fundamental to  

healthy landscapes.

Some plant species have evolved in association with other  

organisms such as fungi, which are an example of important  

plant-microbial relationships.

Pollinators, like the honey possum, play an important role  

in the reproduction of native plants and help increase the  

genetic diversity of plant populations.

Critical species interactions
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Wildlife corridors enable mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, plants 
and other organisms to perform ecological 
processes vital to sustain a population,  
not just an individual.

The ecological and evolutionary processes of a properly  

functioning landscape play out over time as well as space.  

This type of connectivity is about the interactions between  

populations of species — gene sharing and, in the long term,  

evolutionary adaptations to changing environmental conditions.

Survival of the fittest
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The presence and movement of water is essential to  
functioning landscapes. Maintaining and restoring natural  
flows of water is critical to the healthy function of our many  
landscapes. This process is particularly important for estuaries,  
as they provide a unique ecosystem connecting river systems  
with coastal and marine zones.

Water plays a critical role in wildlife corridors  

in many different forms, including:

• environmental flow releases by  

water authorities

• ephemeral streams, lakes and floodplains

• wetlands and permanent waterways

• seasonal rains and reliable run-off from  

upstream catchment areas

• groundwater and underground water storages. 

Watercourses of all kinds are clear examples of  

connected networks — from small creeks and  

temporary wetlands to large river systems that 

flow across the country. Fish, birds, turtles, 

plants and many other organisms depend on  

the movement of water to be able to breed  

and disperse.

Water flows also have important cultural values. 

For some Indigenous communities cultural flows 

not only restore life across the landscape but 

also play a role in spiritual life and cultural 

traditions. Ecological dysfunction can threaten 

these values. For example, increased salinity 

in the lagoons of the Coorong means that 

Ngarrindjeri women in the area cannot harvest 

the freshwater reeds used for traditional  

basket weaving.

Less visible than flowing rivers but equally 

important, especially in dry seasons or  

drought, is groundwater. Some ecological 

communities, such as those around mound 

springs and in subterranean caves, are  

entirely groundwater dependent.

Water: The vital element
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The Great Artesian Basin is a groundwater system 
covering large parts of Queensland, South Australia, 
the Northern Territory and New South Wales. 

Rainwater infiltrates fractured rocks in the Great Dividing Range near the 

east coast and flows underground southward and westward. The water is 

under pressure due to the constant addition of water into the aquifer, which 

is confined within impermeable layers. Where there are fractures in the 

rock, pressure carries the water to the surface. Some of this water is highly 

mineralised. Minerals such as calcium carbonate are deposited at surface 

springs. Over time these deposits become mounds that contain pools.

Mound springs are concentrated in south-west Queensland, southern Northern 

Territory and mid-northern to northern South Australia. They are oases in the 

desert, supporting plants and animals that would not survive elsewhere in 

the often harsh, dry landscapes. Many springs are connected only occasionally 

by floodwater. Because of the long periods of isolation, many species have 

evolved that are endemic to individual springs or groups of springs. 

As reliable sources of water, the springs are critical for many other animals 

travelling across the landscape, as well as for people. Maintaining mound 

springs requires management of water across the Great Artesian Basin, as 

this is truly a network. Unsustainable levels of water extraction can reduce 

regional water pressures so that springs no longer flow. Managing local 

pressures such as grazing is also important for protecting the ecological  

values of these oases.

Case Study

Mound spring networks in the Great Artesian Basin
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Despite being highly modified for human uses, 
urban and peri-urban areas contain scattered 
areas of native habitat and retain substantial 
natural areas at their fringes. 

Urban and peri-urban landscapes can form part of corridors.  

Indeed, given that Australia’s largely urbanised population is  

concentrated in coastal areas, these corridors are often critical  

to the survival of migratory species that need easy access to  

coastal environments.

Wildlife corridors through cities and their fringes face considerable 

challenges. Fences, roads and other structures create barriers to 

movement. Urbanised and agricultural lands have often been cleared,  

so the remaining native vegetation can be highly fragmented. 

However, these landscapes can continue to offer connectivity for  

many species if trees, rocky outcrops and other stepping stones  

between larger areas of habitat remain in good condition.

Urban planning, with zoning specifications that protect watercourses  

and important habitat patches, is a vital requirement for healthy and 

resilient ecosystems. Many urban planners and developers are now 

considering environmental needs in the design of cities and suburbs. 

Wildlife corridors connecting cities, suburbs, parks and reserves can bring 

greater community awareness of and engagement with conservation 

and management activities. In turn, voluntary action by landholders can 

greatly improve the accessibility and connectivity of urban habitats. 

Maintaining functional habitat and increasing the amount of native 

vegetation in urban areas also improves amenity and wellbeing  

for the people who live there, bringing significant social and community 

benefits. Ecosystem services ranging from pure drinking water and  

clean air to tourism and recreation can all depend on the ecological  

health of surrounding areas.

Urban and peri-urban habitats
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A pond in Sydney’s Centennial Park houses a 
population of long-finned eels. After spending 
up to 30 years in the park, the eels have a  
once-in-a-lifetime duty to reproduce.  
To do this, they make an epic migration.

From Centennial Park they cross to Randwick Racecourse and travel 

through densely populated residential areas, mostly along watercourses 

and stormwater drains but also over land. Using the remaining urban 

refuges, including golf courses and swampy lakes, they make their way  

to Botany Bay.

On the way they undergo physiological changes to adapt to salt water: 

their eyes enlarge and their gills change. From Botany Bay they swim the 

2000 kilometres to New Caledonia. Here they spawn in the deep tropical 

waters of the Coral Sea, lay up to 20 million eggs and then die.

Once the eggs hatch, the larvae are carried south on ocean currents.  

They develop into glass eels, making them safe from predators, and then 

into elvers as they reach Australia’s east coast. Instinctively the young 

eels find Botany Bay and make the same journey in reverse to settle in 

the same Centennial Park pond their parents left.

Case Study

The long journey of Sydney's long-finned eels
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Some of Australia’s most important wildlife corridors  
follow the same routes as traditional Indigenous  
pathways. These include songlines and trading routes, 
which for millennia have connected communities through 
trade and seasonal travel. Many of these routes follow 
watercourses or paths between water sources.

Travelling stock routes
In my wild erratic fancy visions come to me of Clancy

Gone a-droving ‘down the Cooper’ where the Western drovers go;

As the stock are slowly stringing, Clancy rides behind them singing,

For the drover’s life has pleasures that the townsfolk never know

(From A.B. Paterson, ‘Clancy of the Overflow’)

The travelling stock route network provided passage for cattle and sheep 

to markets. The ‘long paddock’ was also invaluable to graziers searching for 

better food sources during times of drought. Mainly developed during the 

19th century, the stock routes were celebrated by popular writers like  

Banjo Paterson, who helped create the iconic status of drovers. 

Some stock routes are still used for moving stock. They also have an 

important role as havens for wildlife and samples of vegetation communities 

such as the critically endangered box gum woodland, and contribute to 

wildlife corridors through the landscape.  

Surveys of the Klori stock route network in western New South Wales have 

recorded a wide range of fauna, including many threatened and vulnerable 

species such as the squirrel glider, little pied bat, border thick-tailed gecko, 

swift parrot and regent honeyeater. 

The ecological integrity of the travelling stock route network is threatened 

by increasing  grazing pressure and invasions of weeds and feral animals. 

At the same time, this existing network of cultural and ecological pathways 

across a huge area of Australia presents great opportunities to conserve 

and restore connectivity.

Case Study

European explorers also 

travelled along these pathways, 

many of which were developed 

by the settlers who navigated 

the network of travelling stock 

routes that crisscrosses much 

of inland Australia.

Cultural pathways
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Connectivity is essential for maintaining 
natural migration pathways and processes.

Migration and nomadic movement to find resources such as 

food and breeding habitat are common among Australia’s native 

animals. Australian habitats also support millions of migratory 

birds from as far away as Siberia and Alaska. Protecting their 

habitat and the connectivity of their migration routes across 

lands and waterways is essential to their survival.

Migration
pathways

Yellow-faced honeyeater
The yellow-faced honeyeater, found across much of south-eastern  

and eastern Australia, is a small bird but a big traveller. 

Honeyeaters can thrive in a variety of environments, including 

woodlands and forests, wetland fringes and urban areas, and on a  

broad range of foods, including nectar, insects, pollen, fruits and seeds. 

In spite of these mixed preferences, many make spectacular massed 

migrations each year to find richer sources of food. 

Each autumn, groups of yellow-faced honeyeaters travel from Victoria 

and southern New South Wales to spend the winter in the warmer 

climates of northern New South Wales and Queensland. Their final 

destination is often in banksia heathlands and swamp mahogany near 

the coast or box ironbark woodlands further inland. In places on the way, 

such as the Blue Mountains, many thousands can pass through each day, 

sometimes alongside other species like the white-naped honeyeater. 

The long migrations of yellow-faced honeyeaters — individual journeys 

of over 700 kilometres have been recorded — are actually done in short 

hops between tree canopies. Wildlife corridors on the various migratory 

routes help to make this possible by providing suitable vegetation for 

resting sites and protection from cats and other predators. 

Case Study
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To succeed on a landscape scale,  
Australia’s network of wildlife  
corridors needs to be developed  
and managed through productive 
partnerships involving communities 
and other interested groups. 

Governments have a role to play, usually at a high  

level of coordination and facilitating extension of 

available resources. 

In many existing wildlife corridors, non-government 

organisations take the lead in raising awareness, 

developing skills and commitment within the community 

and forming partnerships with other groups.

NatureLinks: partnerships for  
large-scale conservation
South Australia’s NatureLinks program is restoring and protecting five large-scale wildlife 

corridors across the state. These corridors — Arid Lands, East meets West, Cape Borda 

to Barossa, Flinders-Olary, and River Murray-South East — contain a range of ecosystem 

types, including arid stony plains, rivers and wetlands, mallee and woodlands, grassy 

woodlands and forests.

NatureLinks brings together different groups — including private land managers, community 

organisations and government agencies — to undertake coordinated activities to improve 

and protect habitat. It is managed by the South Australian Department of Environment, 

Water and Natural Resources, working in partnership with non-government organisations. 

The program’s activities are tailored to each unique environment. On the Eyre Peninsula  

in the far west of the state, for example, the focus is on managing, protecting and restoring 

existing habitats. In the south-east, a landscape that was once endless wetlands has changed 

so much that water flows need to be restored before the wetlands can be reinstated.

Funding models for NatureLinks activities also vary from project to project.  

Major contributions come from the South Australian and Australian governments and  

from non-government grant bodies. The Australian Government’s Biodiversity Fund,  

for example, is providing significant funding towards projects focused on restoring  

habitat, managing invasive species and revegetating cleared landscapes.

The program takes a science-based approach to identify landscape-specific priorities – 

species and communities that may be at risk of local extinction – and the specific actions 

required on the ground. In this way the vision for each corridor is translated into practical 

measures that make the most effective use of resources.

An example is WildEyre, a NatureLink  project involving the Wilderness Society, Greening 

Australia, the Nature Conservation Society of South Australia, the Eyre Peninsula Natural 

Resources Management Board and the South Australian Department of Environment, 

Water and Natural Resources in conservation action planning for a 1.2 million hectare 

area on the Eyre Peninsula. The area includes public and private conservation reserves 

and mixed farming properties. Actions under the plan include pest control, revegetation, 

establishing vegetation buffers, and supporting volunteers and landholders in stewardship 

programs and other works on properties.

Case Study

Partnerships for reconnection

41

one place, many stories    our connected landscape



Indigenous groups manage and own many large areas of  
intact landscape in remote Australia. Their land management 
knowledge and experience and their deep cultural connections 
to country are strong foundations for preserving and developing 
wildlife corridors. 

Australia’s Indigenous Protected Areas play an important role in managing these  

ecological and cultural values and have a vital contribution to make to protecting  

and restoring wildlife corridors.

Nantawarrina: Australia’s first  
Indigenous Protected Area
The first Indigenous Protected Area in Australia’s National Reserve System  

was Nantawarrina, between the Flinders and Gammon ranges in mid-north  

South Australia. Declared in 1998, Nantawarrina set an example for the nearly  

60 Indigenous Protected Areas now in existence. 

Nantawarrina’s inclusion in the National Reserve System has helped protect 

threatened fauna such as the yellow-footed rock wallaby. By controlling weeds  

and feral animals such as goats, donkeys and rabbits, the Indigenous owners —  

the Nepabunna community of the Andyamathanha people — have also been able  

to re-establish native vegetation. In turn they have benefited from the protection 

of cultural sites and resources such as waterholes and bush foods. 

The land is reserved under several categories designated by the International  

Union for Conservation of Nature. Some sections can be used for multiple  

purposes; others are dedicated solely to ecological conservation. 

Along with ecological connections, developing and restoring social and cultural 

connections is integral to the Nantawarrina model. Employment generated 

by tourism and other initiatives, such as a bush foods nursery, is helping the 

community to live on country and pass culture on to younger generations  

while sharing knowledge with visitors. 

Case Study

Indigenous land 
management

one place, many stories    our connected landscape
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Preserving, restoring and managing biodiversity  
and landscape connectivity is a long-term challenge 
and one that is becoming increasingly complex with 
the effects of climate change, population growth  
and increasing land use competition.  

It can take decades to see tangible conservation benefits from  

landscape-scale initiatives like those under the Corridors Plan.  

Long-term thinking, strategic planning and perseverance  

are essential.

Climate change and 
wildlife corridors
Australia’s changing climate will affect the wellbeing of 

our native species, ecosystems and human population. 

Fragmented landscapes make it harder for species and 

ecosystems to adapt to changing conditions. 

Wildlife corridors are among the most effective means 

we have of preparing landscapes for climate change by 

conserving biodiversity, maintaining connectivity and 

providing alternative pathways for movement  

and adaptation.

Long-term thinking

one place, many stories    our connected landscape
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Midlandscapes is a long-term program to address 

critical threats to biodiversity and connect major 

conservation areas in eastern and western Tasmania by 

protecting some 64 000 hectares of key conservation 

assets by 2020. It is dealing almost exclusively with 

privately owned farmland.

The Tasmanian Midlandscapes is recognised as a 

national biodiversity hotspot. The native vegetation 

of the Midlands is predominantly grassy woodlands, 

native grasslands and dry heathy forests. The area 

contains 65 per cent of the distribution of critically 

endangered Lowland Native Grasslands of Tasmania.  

It supports threatened species including the Tasmanian 

wedge-tailed eagle, spotted-tailed quoll, Tasmanian 

devil and eastern barred bandicoot and a suite of 

critically endangered native orchids.

More than 50 per cent of the native vegetation in the 

area has been cleared and converted for agriculture 

and plantation forestry, leading to loss and degradation 

of native grasslands and woodlands, weed invasion 

and degradation of rivers, streams and riparian 

systems. The growth of more intensive agriculture 

using irrigation and other technologies will accelerate 

ecosystem fragmentation, soil erosion, salinity, 

weed invasion and catchment degradation, further 

threatening the viability of remaining native habitats.

The most pressing threats to key conservation 

areas are increased climate variability, land clearing 

and conversion, unchecked weeds, feral fauna and 

inappropriate grazing and fire regimes.

Remaining tracts of critically endangered grasslands and 

associated woodlands are often important to large farm 

enterprises, so traditional strategies for conservation on 

private lands (such as conservation covenants and land 

purchases) have had limited success. Owners of these 

lands often require an arrangement that recognises the 

ongoing cost and risk of managing land for conservation.

Midlandscapes was started in 2007 by the Tasmanian 

Land Conservancy, Bush Heritage Australia and the 

Tasmanian Department of Primary Industry, Parks, 

Water and Environment. It has collaborated with a 

number of other projects to ensure a strategic and 

coordinated approach to building connectivity across 

the Tasmanian Midlands.

In 2011, Bush Heritage Australia and the Tasmanian  

Land Conservancy set up the Midlands Conservation 

Fund, a perpetual fund for supporting long-term 

conservation management agreements on private 

land. Several major philanthropic foundations have 

contributed. The existence of the fund reduces 

Midlandscapes’ reliance on external funding cycles 

and provides more certainty for planned long-term 

outcomes. Earnings from the fund directly support 

ongoing annual stewardship payments to landholders. 

Midlandscapes takes a modified market-based 

approach that directly targets participation by 

landowners in priority landscapes and landscape 

linkages. These areas provide the best opportunities 

for retaining and building connectivity and resilience 

of the key conservation assets. Landowners in these 

areas are becoming increasingly involved by entering 

into conservation management agreements jointly 

funded by Caring for our Country grants and the 

Midlands Conservation Fund.

Midlandscapes is an innovative example of landowners 

and businesses working in partnership with government 

and non-government organisations to create sustainable, 

integrated, long-term conservation management of one 

of Australia’s most threatened and important areas for 

biodiversity conservation.

Case Study

Midlandscapes: 
reconnecting a 
farming landscape
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Photo credits
 2 Freycinet National Park, DSEWPaC

 4 Schematic: elements of connectivity in the landscape, DSEWPaC

 7   Marine area of northern Queensland, DSEWPaC

 8 Indigenous rangers undertake fire management as part of the  
West Arnhem Land Fire Abatement Project, IPA program

 10 Salt tolerant plants beside Coorong lagoon, John Baker;  
Coorong and Lakes Alexandrina and Albert — Ramsar site No.25, Nerida Sloane

 12 Brindle Creek, Gondwana Rainforests of Australia — Paul Candlin (both)

 14 Bird habitat within farmland, North West NRM region, Rob Blakers, DSEWPaC

 16 Hinchinbrook Island, Wet Tropics of Queensland, DSEWPaC and  
Wet Tropics Management Authority Queensland

 17  Mitchell-Lawley rivers region, Kathy Zwick, DSEWPaC 

 18 Three Mile Waterhole, Parks Australia; Bat Catch, Alex Cowley

 20 Stirling Range National Park, John Baker

 22  Ningaloo Marine Park, Tony Howard

 23 Black-footed rock wallaby, Ningaloo Marine Park, Tony Howard

 24  Tasmanian devils, Dave Watts

 25  Water dragon on a rock in Australian National Botanic Gardens, Jenny Tomkins

 26 Southern cassowary, Wet Tropics Management Authority, Queensland;  
Stirling Range National Park, Lochman Transparencies 

 29 Kimberley Rangelands and coastline, DSEWPaC

 30  Blanche Cup Springs Area, DSEWPaC

 33  Urban views of Melbourne, DSEWPaC; Hunter Estuary Wetlands, DSEWPaC

 34  Long-finned eel, Mark Spencer, AUSCAPE

 36  Mustering near Carnarvon Station, DSEWPaC

 39  Yellow-faced honeyeater, Brian Furby Collection

 40  Corangomite NRM region, John Baker; Warburton Creek, South Austalia, NatureLinks

 43  Yellow-footed rock wallaby, Nantawarrina, C Kentwell

 44 Port Phillip and Westernport NRM region, John Baker

 47  An extensive area of native grasslands and woodlands in one of the  
Midlands Focal Landscapes near Ross, Tasmania, Matt Newton
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